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ceed to that city. At least, it will be advisable to prepare to prevent
him from ascending the Chagre or crossing by land.
Of his audacity and good luck it may well be expected that he
will try it although I think it will be difficult for him to reach
Panama with his forces. This month and next, I think, the Chagre
river is low and if he waits longer the galleons \vill catch him, for
they may be expected next month at the latest. Although Captain
Francis affects to despise them I fancy that should he meet them he
would lay aside his arrogance, for his fleet is small.
Of the ships and troops I have mentioned above, except the
captains and officers and as many as a hundred gentlemen he has
with him, all the rest are very common people; but their general
has them thoroughly in hand and well disciplined. \Vhen he set the
thousand men ashore at Cartagena he told them that if they failed
to take the city or any returned to his ship, he would not be received
aboard, but hanged. That they might better accomplish their
purpose he would, if necessary provide 500 men as a rearguard.
These had not time to come up to take any active part in the fight,
because the thousand sufficed for the purpose.
Of ours, seven or eight men were killed and some wounded and
as many as ten were taken prisoners. The killed1 were Juan Rodriguez
Rico, merchant; Palencia, the elder; Juan Cosine de la Sal(a?),
ensign; Zamora, the barber; Pedro Sanchez, the dean's nephew;
and the rest were of even less importance. The Englishman says he
had 25 or 30 killed, but from a person who was in the city it has been
learned that his casualties were more than 150. This was because we
fought from behind a masonry wall at the Caleta and they without
any cover. Further, some others died from having fallen upon the
stakes which the Indians had planted at the landing place.
Since from his relation and the governor's letters these matters
will be recounted in fuller detail, I close here (p. 4) by saying that
with any money of mine which may be in your honour's possession
do as with your honour's own, as your honour may see fit, meaning
if your honour removes your honour's own, do likewise with mine.
I would warn your honour that to bury it is of no use for here in
Cartagena they dug up the courtyards and stables and elsewhere.
Our Lord remedy this situation and preserve your honour's
illustrious person.
Turbaco, March 5,1586.
Tristan de Orive Salazar.
1 Gf. Gastellanos' mention of them in his work cited; and Gonzalez Palencia's
notes on them in his edition of the Disatrso.